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West Coast Collaborative 

Construction Sector Working Group 
December 12, 2006 Teleconference Meeting Summary 

 
The Construction Working Group met by teleconference on December 12, 2006.  The purpose of 
this regularly scheduled meeting was to learn about relevant upcoming events and grants, hear 
about construction sector projects, hear about the Northern California funding forums, and 
discuss the possibility of having a face-to-face Construction Group meeting in February.   
 
Current Conferences 

 
Wayne Elson welcomed the Working Group and gave a brief overview of upcoming conferences 
and grants relevant to the construction sector.  
 
Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicle Conference – WestStart (February 13-15, 2007; Universal City, CA) 

This conference will focus on trends challenges and in-use experience with clean technologies 
and fuels for heavy-duty vehicles. For more information, go to: 
http://www.calstart.org/programs/chdvc/. 
 
Biodiesel Workgroup Meeting (December 15, 2006; Sacramento, CA) 
The staff of the California Air Resources Board (ARB) will hold a biodiesel workgroup meeting 
in Sacramento, CA from 9:00am to 1:00pm on December 15, 2006. Discussion topics will 
include, but are not limited to, the Revised ARB Draft Advisory on Biodiesel, the ARB biodiesel 
research plan, and American Society of Testing and Materials activities. For more information, 
go to: http://www.arb.ca.gov/fuels/diesel/altdiesel/altdiesel.htm. 
 
Harvesting Clean Energy Conference (January 28-30, 2007; Boise, ID) 

The Harvesting Clean Energy Conference is the Northwest’s premier gathering for agriculture 
and energy interests working to advance new opportunities for agriculture producers and rural 
communities in clean energy production. Discussions will focus on the steps to successful project 
development, financing, and marketing. The conference will cover numerous technologies, 
including wind power, biofuels, biopower, geothermal, remote solar, and energy efficiency and 
renewable technologies to enhance farm operation profitability. For more information, go to: 
http://www.harvestcleanenergy.org/conference/. 
 
Current Grant Opportunities 

 
Biofuels Research, Development, and Demonstration through the PIER Renewables Program 

This is a competitive grant solicitation with the intent of accelerating research, development, and 
demonstration of biofuel energy conversion technologies and refineries using lignocellulosic 
biomass (such as agricultural and forest residues, and urban waste), food waste, beverages, waste 
grease, purpose-grown or energy crops. The Program Opportunity Notice and application 
documents are posted at http://www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/pier.html. The deadline to submit 
proposals is 4:00pm on January 4, 2007.  
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Carl Moyer Funds through the Bay Area Air Quality Management District 

The Bay Area Air Quality Management District administers the Carl Moyer program in 
partnership with the ARB. The Carl Moyer Program provides grants to reduce exhaust emissions 
from heavy-duty diesel engines. Funding is available for projects to: 

- Replace old diesel engines with cleaner engines in existing equipment 
- Retrofit existing diesel engines with emission control devices 
- Purchase new vehicles or equipment with emissions below applicable state and 

federal standards.  
 
For more information, go to: 
http://www.baaqmd.gov/pln/grants_and_incentives/carl_moyer/index.htm. For a fact sheet on the 
Carl Moyer program, go to: 
http://www.baaqmd.gov/pln/grants_and_incentives/carl_moyer/Moyer%20Fact%20Sheet-Apr-
2006.pdf. 
 
Selected Construction Project Updates 

 
CMAQ Project Update and Idle Policy 

Mia Waters of the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) provided an 
update on the WSDOT’s idling policy and a Puget Sound-area CMAQ project.  

- WSDOT Idling Policy: In September, WSDOT passed a no idling policy that states 
that vehicle operators should not be idling if they do not have to. The policy allows 
for idling for the purposes of health and safety, but not for things like comfort and 
radio. WSDOT is working on a number of methods to educate vehicle operators about 
the policy, including the distribution of educational key chains and static window 
clings. WSDOT is also discussing ways of enforcing and boosting the effectiveness 
of the policy.  

- CMAQ Project: The $1.5 million dedicated to this project will go to two sources. The 
first part of the funding will be used the replace high-energy sign board lights and 
flashing amber vehicles lights with low-energy flashing strobe lights and other 
flashing lights. The second part of the funding will be used for standard diesel 
catalyst retrofits. The project will begin in January 2007 when the CMAQ funding 
becomes available, and will be implemented throughout 2007.  

 
KLB Construction Equipment Retrofit Project 

Gregg Wallinder of Cummins NW, Inc., provided an update on the KLB construction equipment 
retrofit project. The project team is made up of Cummins NW, the Washington Department of 
Ecology, the Komatsu dealer, and a local contractor. The purpose of this project is to retrofit 
approximately three vehicles with diesel oxidation catalysts (DOCs). The goal is for the retrofit 
to look like a first-bit muffler, and to require under two hours of installation time. The project 
team will take before and after photographs of the vehicles. Once a few retrofit vehicles are out 
in the field, Komatsu will market the DOCs as an off-the-shelf kit. In the future, it may be 
possible to order a vehicle with this equipment already installed.  
 
Gregg will find out if the DOC being used in this project is certified by the ARB in California.  
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2006 West Coast Collaborative Construction Sector Projects – New Starts 

 
Project to Retrofit City-Owned Off-Road Equipment 

Jim Schaad of the City of Fresno provided an overview of a project to retrofit city-owned off-
road equipment with DPFs and regenerate filters in the field. This project will involve retrofitting 
several city-owned vehicles, including scrapers and one dozer, with long-view devices. The 
project team is currently finalizing the design for a solar-powered regeneration trailer that would 
be used to supply power for the devices. The trailer will also have the power to supply 110 and 
220 volts to power tools so they can be used in remote locations. This project is partially funded 
by a CMAQ grant. Some EPA funds are also involved in the project.  
 
Project to Install Level 2 Retrofit Devices on Off-Road Equipment 

Rick Teebay of the Los Angeles Department of Public Works (LADPW) provided an overview 
of a project to install level two retrofit devices on off-road equipment. Most of LADPW’s 
experience to date has been with on-road retrofits, and they are now going ahead with some off-
road retrofits. LADPW has found that Level 3 devices are oversized and substantial in weight, 
resulting in physical limitations and mounting concerns. However, LADPW has found that a 
Level 2 device that will work, and is also in touch with a certified manufacturer about a Level 3 
device that may work.  
 
Summary of Northern California Funding Forums 
The Collaborative held funding forums on November 6, 7, and 8 in Oakland, Fresno, and 
Sacramento, respectively. The objectives of these forums were: 

- To raise awareness of the health and environmental impacts of diesel exhaust 
- To educate on EPA’s retrofit guidance 
- To provide an overview of diesel emissions mitigation funding opportunities 
- To identify specific success stories 
- To provide opportunities to network and discuss potential projects 
 

Speakers included, but were not limited to, representatives from the Air Districts, Council of 
Governments, Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration, and EPA.  
 
The forums were well-attended (30-40 people at each forum) and successful. One common 
theme that emerged was the desire for establishing a public fleet sector within the Collaborative. 
To see the presentations from the funding forums, go to: 
http://www.westcoastdiesel.org/funding-forum.htm.  
 
There will be a funding forum in March in Long Beach, California.  
 
Collaborative Update and Announcements 

 
Wayne Elson gave the following updates: 

- EPA has recently been doing strategic planning, the results of which will be emerging 
in each of the Collaborative sectors. The planning that is most relevant to the 
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Construction Sector will be an attempt by EPA to reduce emissions in its own 
construction projects.   

- The next Collaborative RFP will be released in March 2007. The total funding 
amount will be similar to what it was last year (approximately $3 million).  

 
One Working Group member announced that the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) has 
released a new report that looks at the health effects of diesel in California. The report includes 
an estimate of the economic impact of diesel-related health problems. The report is available on 
the UCS website: http://www.ucsusa.org.    
 
Conclusion 

 
The Working Group generally approved of the idea of having a face to face meeting during the 
Heavy Duty Conference (February 13-15, 2007; Universal City, CA) in lieu of the regularly 
scheduled conference call. Wayne Elson will look at potential dates and times for the meeting, 
and also at the opportunity for people who are not able to attend in person to call in to the 
meeting. One Working Group participant suggested that the meeting include a session focused 
on funding and contracting issues.  
 


