
 
 

West Coast Collaborative 
Locomotives and Rail Workgroup 

September 20, 2005 Teleconference Meeting Summary 
 
The Locomotive Workgroup met by teleconference on September 20, 2005.  This was a 
regularly scheduled meeting to highlight grants and conferences, update participants on 
Collaborative activities and discuss federal budget news. 
 
Sector Relevant Grants and Conferences 
EPA reported on several grant opportunities currently open and relevant to the 
locomotive sector.  The West Coast Collaborative continues to track funding 
opportunities and conferences on the Web site at www.westcoastcollaborative.org under 
the “Resources” and “Calendar” sections.   
 
SAVE THE DATE: Faster Freight Cleaner Air 2006 and the (tentative) Annual Meeting 
of the West Coast Collaborative, January 31-February 1, 2006, Long Beach Convention 
Center. 
 
Air Waste Management conference – Oakbrook IL: Diesel Exhaust: Partnering with 
Stakeholders to Reduce Emissions – October 6-7, 2005. This conference will provide an 
overview of important developments in the regulatory, policy and scientific arenas and 
DTF will coordinate a demonstration of clean diesel vehicles 
 
Railroad environmental conference – University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: ON 
October 25-27, 2005 Pollution prevention, energy, emissions and air quality, noise & 
vibration, environmental management systems, compliance, risk and liability 
management, remediation & training.   
For more information visit http://sftp.cee.uiuc.edu/research/railroad/RREC/overview.asp. 
 
2005 National Clean Diesel Campaign Policy Leaders Summit: Accelerating the Path to 
Cleaner Air; December 7-8, 2005, Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, D.C.  For 
more information, go to: www.cleanfleetsusa.net/cfusa/ncdcpls.htm 

National Urban Freight Conference will examine impacts of goods movement and 
international trade in metropolitan areas. February 1-3, 2006, Westin Long Beach Hotel.  
For more information, go to: 
http://www.metrans.org/whatsnew/urban_freight_conf/ufconf06.htm 

Incentives for Purchasing Lower-Emission Heavy-Duty Engines from the Carl Moyer 
Program (Due Date September 30, 2005 2PM).  New vehicles and engines must achieve 
a 30 percent reduction, and repowered vehicles and retrofits must achieve a 15% 
reduction of NOx emissions compared to current emission standards. Projects reducing 



PM and/or ROG are also eligible for funding provided they are cost-effective. Alternative 
fuel engines, such as those using compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, propane 
and electricity will be given preference for funding. However, cleaner diesel engines may 
be considered in the off-road category. 
http://www.aqmd.gov/tao/implementation/carl_moyer_program_2001.html  

Sector-Specific Topics 
 
Union Pacific’s Environmental Initiatives 
On September 13 at the California State Railway Museum in Old Sacramento, Union 
Pacific Railroad gave a presentation on its latest advances in clean-air technology, 
featuring its state-of-the-art locomotives.  Lanny Schmid and Mike Iden, Union Pacific, 
delivered the presentation for those that could not make it to the event.  The presentation 
highlighted UP’s environmental initiatives and goals regarding the recently announced 
CARB Memorandum of Understanding. (See the Collaborative website -  
http://westcoastcollaborative.org/wkgrp-loco.htm for a copy of the presentation.) 
 
 
Collaborative LNG Locomotive Project  
16 EPA RFP finalists were announced in August; Dipankar Sarkar, South Coast AQMD, 
discussed one locomotive project – Clean Air Partners Transportation System Liquified 
Natural Gas Short Line Locomotive Project.  All projects are described on the 
Collaborative website – for more information see 
http://westcoastcollaborative.org/grants/index.htm. 
 
The primary goal of this project is to reduce diesel emissions from both trucks and 
locomotives and reduce truck traffic congestion between the Ports of Los Angeles and 
Long Beach. This will be accomplished by retrofitting an existing locomotive to operate 
primarily on cleaner-burning liquefied natural gas (LNG) and using this locomotive to 
offset diesel truck traffic as part of a larger clean transportation system.  The LNG 
locomotive will make a daily 200 mile round trip from the South Coast port complex to 
the Port of L.A. – Port of Long Beach intermodal station.   
 
The contract is with Hunter & Hunter Trucking and the project funding includes $1.8 
million from the SCAQMD in Carl Moyer funds and over $400,000 from Hunter and 
Hunter.   
 
Overall, the project will reduce NOx emissions by 17 tons per year, displace 400 trucks 
per day, and significantly reduce traffic congestion.  The cost effectiveness for NOx is 
approximately $7,000 per ton (down to $2,000 including the truck displacement).  In 
addition, the effort will reduce total fuel consumption by 15% (on heat content basis).  
 
The retrofit will be done in early 2006 and delivered in time to start service in early 2007.   
 
 
Port of Long Beach and Port of LA Clean Diesel Locomotive Initiative 



Thomas Jelenic, Port of Long Beach, reported on a recent ports clean diesel locomotive 
initiative.  The South Coast ports are working with the rail switch operator in the ports to 
amend the existing contract that would upgrade the fleet of 16 engines to all Tier 2 
engines.  Among the 16, there would also be one LNG and one Green Goat hybrid as 
demonstration projects (the rest will be Caterpillar diesel engines).  All locomotives will 
have anti-idling devices.   
 
In addition, the contract calls for any future locomotives to meet Tier 3 standards.  The 
cost is estimated at $23 million with funding coming from a grant applied from the Carl 
Moyer ($3 million), $5 million from each port, and PHL funding the remaining.  In return 
for the commitment, the two ports are extending the operating agreement by 10 years.   
 
The project would result in 226 tons NOx reduction (66% reduction), and 5.9 tons PM 
per year (79% reduction).  All engine replacements should be completed in 
approximately 2 years. 
 
 
General Update on the Collaborative 
There are three areas of budget updates which can be found on the Web site at 
http://www.westcoastcollaborative.org/congress.htm 
 
Congressional Update 
EPA Budget 
In August, the President signed EPA’s budget, which contained three funded programs 
relevant to voluntary diesel emissions reductions efforts: 
 

 For the first time ever, there is a $5 million appropriation for a National Clean 
Diesel Campaign.  The West Coast Collaborative is the national pilot for this 
program.  As part of this campaign, EPA expects to issue a $3-3.5 million West 
Coast Collaborative RFIP in December 2005. 

 In its fourth year, and the second year at this funding level, the Clean School Bus 
USA program was funded at $7 million. 

 Lastly, for the first year ever, EPA’s community-based toxics program (CARE) 
was funded at $3 million. 

 
Energy Bill 
In the federal Energy Bill signed in August 2005, there is a total of over $400 
million/year in authorizations for the next three years that could apply to voluntary diesel 
emissions reductions.  These authorizations include: provisions for fleet modernization, 
retrofit programs, biofuels development and idle reduction.   It is important to note that 
although these are all authorizations and not appropriations it is still an important success. 
 
Transportation Bill 
The Transportation Bill was also signed August and not only contained the identical 
Clean School Bus authorization as was in the Energy Bill ($55 million/year for two 
years), but also contained an important amendment that addresses diesel mitigation 



within the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program.  CMAQ are funds 
set aside under the Highway Trust Fund Surface Transportation Program available for all 
types of congestion and air quality related initiatives, including non-road retrofits.  
Because these funds have not been regularly used for retrofits, the amendment: 

 Requires EPA to develop and evaluate and list cost effective diesel retrofit 
technologies; and  

 Directs state to prioritize CMAQ money for retrofits and cost effective strategies 
to reduce pollution and improve; 

 Makes up to $11 billion over 6 years available for these types of projects (EPA 
estimates that about $3 million will be used for off-road retrofits) 

 
For more detailed information on these bills and other links, visit: 
http://www.westcoastcollaborative.org/congress.htm 
 
Conclusion 
The next Locomotive sector workgroup call will be November 22, 2005, 10-11am PDT. 
 
Stay tuned for additional details about a face-to-face meeting at the end of January. 
 
 
Attendees: 

Contact Information 
Name Organization E-mail Phone 

Erik Neandross Galdstein, Neandross, & 
Assoc 

Erik@gladstein.org 310-314-1934  

Travis ?? Electro-Motive Diesel, 
Inc. 

  

Tom Christofk 
OR Anne M. 
Bertrand 

Placer County tchristo@placer.ca.gov  OR 
abertran@placer.ca.gov 

530-889-7130 

Benjamin 
Finkelor 

Sierra Energy ben@finkelor.net (530) 753-6202

Brewster Boyd Ross & Associates brewster.boyd@ross-assoc.com  206-447-1805 
Dipankar Sarkar South Coast Air Quality 

Management District 
DSarkar@aqmd.gov (909)396-2273

Don Newburry MIRATECH Corporation dnewburry@miratechcorp.com 918-794-9370 
Drew Robertson Atlantic Systems Inc. acr@transmatch.com 917 751-1003 
Ellen Garvey Consultant egarvey@pacbell.net 415-421-4213 

ext 12 
Erik White CARB ewhite@arb.ca.gov (916) 324-8029
Frank Van Haren WA Dept of Ecology fvan461@ecy.wa.gov 360-407-6870 
Harold Holmes CARB hholmes@arb.ca.gov 916-327-5607 
Joe Lapka U.S. EPA, Region 9 lapka.joseph@epamail.epa.gov 415-9474226 
July Kunz Amtrak kunzj@amtrak.com 510-873-6151 
Kevin Barker Kennedy James kevinbarker@kennedyjenks.com  



Contact Information 
Name Organization E-mail Phone 

Kwame Agyei Puget Sound Clean Air 
Agency 

kwamea@pscleanair.org 206.689.4054 

Lanny Schmid Union Pacific Railroad laschmid@up.com 402-544-2262; 
Michael Murphy Bay Area Air Quality 

Management District 
mmurphy@baaqmd.gov 415-749-4644 

Michelle Roos US EPA, Region 9 Roos.michelle@epa.gov 415-947-4187 
Mike Bogdanoff South Coast AQMD mbogdanoff@aqmd.gov 909-396-3254 
Mike Clift Burlington Northern and 

Santa Fe Railway 
Company 

Michael.Clift@bnsf.com 817-740-7356  

Mike Zatz EPA Smartway Zatz.michael@epa.gov 202-343-9035 
Mike Iden Union Pacific Railroad meiden@up.com 708-649-5899 
Mike Stanfill Burlington Northern and 

Santa Fe Railway 
Company 

Michael.Stanfill@bnsf.com 785-435-2269 

Nicholas Vincent Railway Association of 
Canada 

NicholasV@railcan.ca 613-564-8103 

Paul Mairose SW Clean Air Agency paul@swcleanair.org 360-574-3058 
ext 30 

Peter Greenwald South Coast Air Quality 
Management District 

pgreenwald@aqmd.gov 909-396-2111 

Peter Okurowski California Environmental 
Associates 

peter@okurowski.com 925-339-3500 

Roxanne Johnson U.S. EPA, Region 9 johnson.roxanne@epamail.epa.gov 415-947-4150 
Shelina Sidi Greater Vancouver 

Regional District 
Shelina.Sidi@gvrd.bc.ca 604-436-6750 

Simone Yuan-
Newman 

Valero Refining Co, CA simone.yuan-
newman@valero.com 

 

Steve French SW Research   
Steve Sonni Marine Systems, Inc steve.sonni@kirbycorp.com  
Wayne Elson U.S. EPA, Region 10 elson.wayne@epamail.epa.gov 206-553-1463 
 


